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EKCITA showcasing NHIN Gateway on
ONC’s Interoperability Stage at HIMSS 2010
March 8, 2010

East Kern County Integrated Technology Association (EKCITA) had the pleasure of being invited to demonstrate its Nationwide Health Information Network (NHIN) gateway capability with two other California Health Information Exchanges at HIMSS 2010 on March 1-3.  EKCITA, Santa Cruz Health Information Exchange, and Long Beach Network for Health showcased “Coordinating Care Across California,” demonstrating how disparate HIEs utilizing different software, interfaced with multiple EMR solutions, can successfully be interoperable through the use of NHIN CONNECT standards.
After his key note presentation at HIMSS on March 3, Dr. David Blumenthal made rounds at the Interoperability Stage where Dr. Kim Horowitz, CMIO of Believe Health, presented EKCITA’s use case; following a patient, Scotty Skater, from Santa Cruz, to Long Beach, now presenting at Tehachapi Hospital’s emergency department.  “From the perspective of a physician having worked in the ED,” validated Dr. Horowitz, “the history of medical information provided through HIEs and NHIN is valuable in providing appropriate care of patients…”     

“Being on ONC’s Interoperability Stage proved the fruits of our labor,” commented Dr. Kiki Nocella, CEO of Believe Health (EKCITA’s managing corporation).  In partnership with our software vendor, Browsersoft, Inc., EKCITA has been working feverishly for the past four years to build a foundation for Health Information Exchange that is held together by a strong governance structure.  “We welcome the opportunity to present in such a distinguished forum and thrilled that EKCITA can directly contribute to the advancement in healthcare technology,” added EKCITA’s Chairman, Rex Moen. Currently sharing data elements such as patient demographics, encounter information, medication lists, allergies, lab results, and radiology reports, EKCITA’s traction is growing and undergoing expansion.
Exchanging data since 2008, EKCITA is recognized by the Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT as being “one of the first, if not the first, operational HIEs west of Mississippi.”  Incorporated in Tehachapi, California in 2006 through AHRQ and Blue Shield of California Foundation grant funds, EKCITA is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  The mission of EKCITA is to provide a secure patient centered approach to integrated health information and technology exchange and analyze data for public health needs, education and research.   

To learn more about EKCITA, please visit www.ekcita.org or contact 213-261-0700.

